
April 23, 2017 Sermon Discussion Guide 

Rev. Steve DeNeff 

“Living Resurrection” 

 

Gathering 

“Lord, may this Scripture guide our discussion as well as our lives. Grant us the grace to fully engage in the church, your 

body.” 

Colossians 1:15-20 
 15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 

    He existed before anything was created and is 

supreme over all creation, 
16 for through him God created everything 

    in the heavenly realms and on earth. 

He made the things we can see 

    and the things we can’t see— 

such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the 

unseen world. 

    Everything was created through him and for him. 
17 He existed before anything else, 

    and he holds all creation together. 

18 Christ is also the head of the church, 

    which is his body. 

He is the beginning, 

    supreme over all who rise from the dead. 

    So he is first in everything. 
19 For God in all his fullness 

    was pleased to live in Christ, 
20 and through him God reconciled 

    everything to himself. 

He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 

    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

 

Prayer 

• For those suffering due to poverty or oppression. Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For the grace to engage in hard conversations with love and truth. Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For unity in the body of Christ. Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For the needs that we have shared together on a personal level,… Lord, hear our prayer. 

Summary of the Sermon 

• As a group, recall the key points of Pastor Steve’s sermon. 

• How did God stir you during the service? How were you challenged or changed? 

Scripture 

Take time to read aloud the Scripture preached. Luke 24:36, 45-49; Ephesians 3:7-11 
 

 36 And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with you,” he 

said. 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah 

would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day.47 It was also written that this message would be proclaimed 

in the authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who 

repent.’ 48 You are witnesses of all these things. 
49 “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and 

fills you with power from heaven.” 

 
7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the 

endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the 

Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 
10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Major Sermon Discussion Points 

• Respond to this statement, “It was God’s plan all along to use the Church.” Do you agree? How does this impact 

your view of the church? 

• “The message without the people is empty. A Spirit-filled community is needed to embody the message.” How 

do you respond to this statement? If this is true, what are the implications for the church? What are the 

implications for College Wesleyan Church? 

• CWC expresses our mission in the greater Church with these priorities: 

o Belonging - Connecting all people into a caring, biblical community.  We are not the Body of Christ as we 

ought to be until we have learned to love and to help each other belong to our family. 

o Including - Bringing those who are missing to the table.  It is the way of the world to separate, to 

emphasize distinctives, (the ways in which we are different) out of fear that we will lose our identity if 

we give them up. But in Christ, we come together out of a common need and a respect for the ways in 

which God has revealed Himself in the other person.  

o Discovering - Listening to the World and to the Word to find true needs & positive solutions We are 

called by Christ to serve the “least of these.”  

o Preempting - Preventing the evil and causing the good in the future through action today.  We think of 

“the logical consequence of things done in the present time” and work with our eternal God to actually 

change the future by doing something different in the present. 

o Transforming - Helping God in changing lives and seeing true spiritual redemption; Jesus changes lives. 

He restores people back to their original condition.  

o The gathered church worships together to enrich and grow in all of these priorities and is sent out to 

resource the greater church. 

Next Steps/Moving Forward 

• Pray about how you might get involved in these priorities of College Wesleyan Church. 

o Belonging –Care for others well by participating in Care Minister training and looking for those close to 

you who need caring, biblical community; Participate in a membership class;  

o Including - Help others feel included by serving on the Hospitality Team; Be a part of finding ways to be 

more inclusive to people who aren’t like you (economically, ethnically, educationally, etc.)  

o Discovering – Get involved with Frances Slocum, Immigrant Connection, Community Lunches, or VIP 

Ministry. 

o Transforming – Become a group leader; Join a group 

• What other ways can you think of to engage in the priorities of CWC? 

Closing Prayer 

Pray as you feel led as a group following your discussion or pray the following prayer individually or together: 

 

(from Ephesians 3:14-21) 
14 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father,15 the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth.16 I 

pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ 

will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you 

strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and 

how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 

made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 
20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we 

might ask or think.21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! 

Amen. 


